Abstract. Outcrops of the upper part of the Zumaya-Algorta Formation at Bidart and Hendaye (France) and Zumaya (Spain) yielded diverse nannofloras of Tethyan aspect that allow recognition of the uppermost Campanian and Maastrichtian nannofossil Zones/Subzones 22C to 26 of the standard succes sion of SISSINGH (1977) and PERCH-NIELSEN (1985). The anomalous distribution of Reinhardtites levis in this area made it impossible to recognise the base of Zone CC24, while the rarity of Nephrolithus fre quens in the uppermost Maastrichtian makes Micula murus and Micula prinsii better markers at this level.
Introduction
Cretaceous marine sediments are well-exposed in a series of coastal outcrops in the Biscay region of south-western France and northern Spain ( Fig. 1) . At three localities, Bidart, near Biarritz, Hendaye and Zumaya, expanded Maastrichtian successions are overlain by basal Palaeocene sediments and provide the basis for the present study. The significance of these sections is that they have the potential to provide a basis for the integration of macrofossil, microfossil and nannofossil biostratigraphy of the Maastrichtian stage in the Tethyan realm. In this account we document the nannofossil zonation of the Maastrichtian. The planktonic foraminifera of the Zumaya section have been studied by HERM (1965) and VON HILLEBRANDT (1965) . The nannofossils of the Cretaceous-Tertiary boundary interval at Bidart were de scribed by PERCH-NIELSEN (1979) , TSIZAZARINA (1984) and SEYVE (1990) , that at Hendaye by SEYVE (1990) , and that at Zumaya by PERCIVAL & FISCHER (1977) and GOROSTIDI & LAMOL DA (1989); they are not discussed in detail here. The ammonites are currently under revision by WARD and KENNEDY, and the inoceramid bivalves by K. McLEOD (Seattle) on the basis of collections logged against successions measured by WARD.
